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Christian, Robin

From: Christian, Robin

Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2018 1:55 PM

To: madelyne.d.ruff@gmail.com

Subject: FW: CSM Doug Russell Award Announcement
Attachments: SGT Christian_CSM Russell Award_Narrative.pdf

Dear Sgt Madelyne,

| am not sure but if you have heard of what my son, Sgt Calvin has achieved during his deployment in
Afghanistan.

Please read the attachment describing what my son Sgt Calvin Christian did
In Afghanistan.
Calvin Christian wrote to me 2 days ago,.......

Everything is great I just found out yesterday that I was awarded the command sergeant major Doug Russell
award for excellence in Military Intelligence for 2017. Only one soldier wins it in the whole army each year and
I won for 2017, They will be flying me to Arizona for the awards ceremony in June and family is invited to
attend I just needed your email so they can send you the details in case you guys wanted to come.The awards
ceremony will be 29 Jun at Fort Huachuca in arizona")

Rabin Christian | Director of Reservation Sales

New York Marriott Downtown | 85 West Street | New Yark, NY | 10006
Pe1R-260-6274 7 212-385- 9174

f: Robin.Christian@marriott.com

TRAVEL BRILLIANTLY LET US HOST YOU... BRILLIANTLY!

Chis conmicatlon containg information frony Marriott international, inc thal moy be confidential. Except for personal use by the intendad recipiont, or as expressly
suthorized by the seader, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing andfor using it H you have received this
conmunication i ereer, please immediately delete iU snd alt coples, and promptly notify the sendor. Nothing in this communication is intended Lo operste as an

clecironic signaituye under applicable .




With great pride, Robin and Desdimona Christian announce their
son, Calvin, has been awarded the 2017 CSM Doug Russell Award
for Excellence in Military Intelligence. The award will be presented
on June 29th at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. See insert for detail an-
nouncement from the Department of Army. |

This is a brief history of the award: In 1943, Russell entered the
U.S. Army and began a lifelong career of military service. He served
in the Armed Forces during World War II, the Korean Conflict, as
well as two tours of duty in Vietnam. In 1975, after 32 years of ser-

j vice, Russell retired from the Army with the rank of command ser-

B ceant major. During his distingnished military career, he was award-
ed the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Ser-
_ vice Medal, and numerous other commendations. He then moved to
Washington, D.C. where he became the director of Enlisted Services for the Association of the
United States Army, a position he held from 1979 to 1993. From 1995 until his death in 2009, he
held the position of president of The American Military Society. In 1999, the annual CSM Doug
Russell Award was created to recognize the outstanding achievements of Soldiers within or on be-
half of the Military Intelligence community.

We, at New Dover United Methodist Church, thank him for his service and congratulate him on
receiving this prestigious award.




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
DELTA COMPANY, 127" AIRBORNE ENGINEER BATTALION
COMBINED TASK FORCE DEVIL STRIKE CARPATHIANS' EAGLES
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, AFGHANISTAN
APOQ, AE 09355

AFVC-AF-D 06 March 2018

SUBJECT: CSM Doug Russell Award Narrative for Sergeant Calvin Christian

From 1 January through 31 December 2017, Sergeant (SGT) Calvin R. Christian
distinguished himself from his peers by demonstrating an unparalleied dedication to
duty, commitment to excellence, and steadfast loyalty to his Paratroopers. SGT
Christian exemplifies the best within the Noncommissioned Officer Corps, and the
Military Intelligence Corps. He is a distinguished leader of Parafroopers and a master of
his craft. SGT Christian epitomizes a leader within the 82" Airborne Division by serving
as a Jumpmaster who leads Paratroopers from the front while in training and in combat.
His motivation, dedication, and leadership directly contributed to Delta Company’s
selection as the FY17 MG Oliver W. Dillard award recipient as the best Brigade Combat
Team Military Intelligence Company in US Forces Command.

While deployed in support of Operation FREEDOM'S SENTINEL 17-18, SGT
Christian led the Vehicle Bourne Improvised Explosive Device (VBIED) Network
Targeting Team to support targeting and force protection efforts for Combined Task
Force (CTF) Devil Strike Brave Hearts, and Train, Advise, Assist Command —~ South
(TAAC-S). On 02 August, 2017, a VBIED struck a CTF Devil Strike Brave Hearts patrol
in Kandahar, Afghanistan, killing SGT Jonathon Hunter and SPC Christopher Harris of
A Company, 2™ Battalion, 504t F’érachute Infantry Regiment. As a response fo the
attack, CTF Devil Strike Brave Hearts and the Kandahar Intelligence Fusion Center
(KIFC) established the VBIED Targeting Team, spearheaded initially only by SGT

Christian. SGT Christian dedicated himself to targeting key Taliban leaders within the




AFVC-AF-D
SUBJECT: CSM Doug Russell Award Narrative for Sergeant Calvin Christian

Kandahar VBIED netwérk and the interdiction of VBIEDs as they entered the Kandahar
Ground Defense Area (GDA). With a profound knowledge of the Intelligence and
Targeting cycles, he flawlessly employed enabler support from Human intelligence
(HUMINT), Signals Intelligence (SIGINT), Open Source Intelligence (OSINT), and
Geospatial Intelligence (GEOINT) to find, fix, and finish key VBIED facilitators. He
demonstrated his unguestionable work ethic during the countiess-hours spent
researching and analyzing historical data and reporting fo drive combined operations
against the most casuaity-producing Taliban weapon.in Southern Afghanistan.

As a result of SGT Christian’s efforts, TAAC-S and adjacent units interdicted and
destroyed nearly thirty VBIEDs and VBIED facilities within Kandahar and the
surrounding éreas — undoubtedly saving countless US, Coalition, and ANDSF lives. His
efforts disrupted Taliban VBIED facilitation networks and staging areas within Kandahar,
drastically reducilng the threat to Coalition Forces and enabling freedom of movement
within the surrounding villages. His work did not stop within TAAC-S. After hearing of
the success of SGT Christian and his team, multiple adjacent units in Afghanistan,
including Train, Advise, Assist Command — East (TAAC-E), refined the techniques and
procedures within their High Profile Attack targeting teams utilizing the best practices
SGT Christian developed. His targeting methodology was adopted by US Forces
Afghanistan as the standard across the CJOA.

The Center for Army .essons Learned (CALL) also recognized the efforts of the
TAAC-S VBIED Targeting team. SGT Christian completed and submitted a white paper
on the best practices to counter the Taliban VBIED network. His efforts will continue to
shape the battlespace, not only within TAAC-S, but across Afghanistan for years to

come. His efforts represent the best talent within the Military Intelligence Corps.
2




SERGEANT
CALVIN R. CHRISTIAN

2018 Recipient
CSM Doug Russell Award
for Excellence in Military Intelligence

SGT Christian was born in Manama,
Bahrain in 1982 and graduated high school in
Colonia, New Jersey, in 2000. In March 2014,
he enlisted in the United States Army as an All-
Source Intelligence Analyst (35F) and graduated
from Basic Combat Training at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma,

Atter completing Advanced Individual Training at Fort Huachuea, SGT Christian
served as a Long Range Arillery Analyst with the 8th Army Headquarters and
Headquarters Battalion in Yongsan, Korea, After completing the Basic Airborne School
at Fort Benning, Georgia, he was assigned to the famed 1st Batralion, 504ch Parachute
Infantry Regiment, Ist Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, where he served
asan Intelligence Analyst in the Battalion Intelligence Section. During this assignment,
he served as the Future Operations Analyst during Operation Swift Response at the
Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany. In October 2016, he
carned the rank of Sergeant and was re-assioned to Dela Company (MICQ), 127th

14
Airborne Engineer Battalion as an All-Source Intelligence Sergeant and Team Leader.

Shortly after reassignment to Delta Company, SGT Christian parricipated in
the Brigade Culminaring ning Exercise in preparation for combat operations, He
deployed with Combined Task Force Devil Strike Brave Hearts to Kandahar Airfield,
Afghanistan from July 2017 to March 2018 in support of Operation FREEDO
SENTINEL 17-18. He served in the Kandahar Intelligence Fusion Center as the Le
Analyst for the Vehicle-Bourne Improvised Explosive Device (VBIED) T: rgeting Team.
He led the effort to interdice VBIED:s as they entered the Kandahar Ground Defense
Area and identify key Taliban VBIED staging and support zones, resulting in nearly 30
VBIEDs and VBIED facilities destroyed.

I’ Christian carned his Bachelor’s Degree in Finance in March 2017 from
Maryland University College. Additionally, he graduated the United States Army
Advanced Airborne School Jumpmaster Course in April 2017, distinguishing himselfas
an Airborne leader. He is currently pursuing his Master’s Degree in National Security
Studies at the American Military University.

SGT Christian’s awards include the Army Commendation Medal, Army
Achievement Medal, Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Korean Defense
Service Medal, Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon, Army
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, and NATO Medal. SGT Christian has also
been awarded the Parachutist Badge, Combat Action Badae, and his company received
the MG Oliver W. Dillard Award as the best Brigade Combat Team MI Company in
US Army Forces Command for 2017,




