Fall 2014

Office for Multi-Cultural Ministry
Catholic Diocese of Metuchen, NJ

“The Holy Sprit brings forth a rich variety of gifts
and creates a unity which is never uniformity but a
multifaceted and inviting harmony” (Joy of the Gospel 117)

Thank you
for your
support
to our
ministries!

th

On September 27 , around 600
people gathered at St.
Bartholomew’s church, East
Brunswick to celebrate the first
mass of the Indian Sri-Lankan
Apostolate. The event had been
planned and orchestrated by
representatives from the Indian
communities of Tamil Nadu, Goa,
Mangalore, Gujarat, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, and Maharashtra and from
their neighboring country, Sri
Lanka.
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The Office for Multi-Cultural Ministry facilitates and provides pastoral care to
immigrants and people of different cultures so that they may be able to fully
participate in the life of the Church by means of worship, catechesis and
social outreach. It also seeks to promote understanding and appreciation
for the rich cultural diversity and ethnic religious traditions in the Diocese of
Metuchen.

The celebration began with the recitation of the rosary. Mass
commenced with a colorful procession and as the statue of Our
Lady of Vailankanni came down the aisle, children showered
the path with flowers. “I loved the Marian procession. It
transported me to my hometown.” said Brenda Rebello of the
NJ Goan Association.

“Our communities in this country
are very educated and successful
people. Let us celebrate all that
makes us proud of ourselves as
Indians, Sri Lankans, Pakistanis,
and Bangladeshis!...there are deep
differences along the lines of “caste,
language, state, religion and church
which we need to eliminate in order
to be of service to the church. Only
God can unify all of us” Fr. Antony

“I liked the multicultural mass because I got to see Catholics from
all over India who spoke different languages. The best part was
during the start of mass when so many priests walked into church
behind a beautiful procession led by kids carrying flowers.”
Sheryl D'Mello, 10, of Immaculate Conception Parish, Spotswood

“The best part of the mass was the procession of the Eucharist and
the singing of Tantum Ergo. It has been about 30 years since I’ve
attended such a prayerful benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.”
Shantilal Parmar of the Gujarati Catholic

Celebrating cultural diversity around the Diocese of Metuchen

St. Matthias – Somerset
September 14, 2014

Celebrating with
music, dance, song…
and food

San Lorenzo Ruiz
September 28 Cathedral
of St. Francis

Immaculate Conception, Somerville
International Family Day
September 28

Hungarians keep heritage alive!
Celebrating 110th Anniversary
October 18th
Holy Family Parish, St. Ladislaus
worship Site

Our God-given human diversity challenges all Catholics to
achieve ecclesial integration, to discover ways in which we, as
Catholic communities, can be one Church yet come from
diverse cultures and ethnicities.
Many Faces in God’s House, p. 4

FROM WAR TO
VICTORY:
Polish History 19391989

A traveling exhibit detailing the history of Poland from the beginning of World War II to the end of the
Cold War and the country’s role in international affairs during the 20th century took place at St. John
Paul II, Perth Amboy November 21-23.

Without my story, I have no identity.
I do not know who I am, or what I am
about. If you have no story, how do
you know where you’re going; and if
you’re going somewhere, how will
you know when you get there? A
story tells about struggle, without
which life is boring. My Personal
story tells of zigzags in my life—the
transitions and transformations.”
(Tom Downs)

Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Heritage Day Mass
November 23, 2014

“Grace supposes
culture, and God’s gifts
becomes flesh in the
culture of those who
receive it” Joy of the Gospel 115

We implore her maternal intercession
that the Church may become a home
for many peoples, a mother for all
peoples and that they may be opened
to the birth of a new world. Joy of the Gospel 288

SOME EVENTS

Religious Songs night to praise God
7:30PM Saturday, December 6, 2014
At the Hall of Our Lady of Czestochowa
Church - 909 Hamilton Blvd - South
Plainfield, 07080 NJ.
All the Religious Songs for the Program
are composed by Fr. Cuong H., Nguyen, a
Maryknoll priest. This is also an
opportunity to celebrate his 16th
Priesthood Anniversary and 15th
Priesthood Anniversary of our Community
Priest Fr. Hung, Tran.
Please come to join us in this religious and fun
night. Light Dinner will be served before the
presentation

Some Christmas Celebrations
th

Tamil: December 14 2 p.m - Christmas Mass followed by
gathering –. St. Bartholomew Church, East Brunswick
st
Sri Lankan: December 21 4:00 p.m. Christmas Gathering –St.
James, Woodbridge
th
Vietnamese: December 25 Noon Christmas Choir – Mass 12:30
followed by Christmas Gathering – Our Lady of Czestochowa
th
Korean: December 25 Christmas Mass 1:30 p.m. followed by
gathering – Transfiguration, Edison
th
Indonesian: December 27 5 p.m. Christmas Mass followed by
gathering – St. Francis Cabrini, Piscataway

For current events and resources visit:
http://diometuchen.org/offices-and-ministries/pastoral-life/multi-culturalministries/

