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EXPERIENCE EMPOWERS

Exposing oneself to reality leads toexperience.
Experience teaches one like a good master.
By this exercise one gains knowledge. This
knowledge is power. The following numbskull
story can teach us this.

There lived a man called Rajesh in a small
village. He was too slow to understand even
ordinary things. Therefore, he was known as
‘Fool Rajesh’. Of course, he was feeling bad
about it. He wanted to become intelligent. He
met a fisherman and sought a solution from him.
“Rajesh, you bake the head of a fish daily and
eat it!” the fisherman said. Rajesh believed it.
He bought a fish-head from him and went home.
He did this for several days. The fisherman was
happy as he was getting good business.

One month passed. ‘Fool Rajesh’ met the
fisherman and said, “Brother, I am buying only
the fish-head from you. But, the money you take
from me is the price of the entire fish. It is not
the right thing. This is an injustice!”

R

The fisherman smiled. “Rajesh, see now how
you have become intelligent! That’s why I did
so!”

Rajesh realized that he had intelligence and
wisdom within him. He only needed to think a
bit to use that intelligence. Now people would
have to change his name to “Wise Rajesh”.

EXPERIENCE EMPOWERS

Experience reflected on, is the best education.

Kolappa was a carpenter. He served the village
with satisfaction. He had a son called Velappa.
The son was not interested in his father’s
profession, though Kolappa tried to force
Velappa to learn his trade.

Velappa’s grandfather lived with them as he was
very old. Kolappa was not happy to keep his
father with them though the old man was kind
to his son and grandson. Unfortunately one day
the old man got very ill with Parkinson’s disease.
Kolappa ordered him to confine himself to one
small corner of the house away from others.
He strictly told the family members not to have
anything to do with him at all. The elderly man
was given an earthenware dish to eat from.




One day it fell from his shaking hands and broke while he struggled to get up. Kolappa scolded
him severely saying, “A curse on you. Run away from here. You think I have plenty of money to
buy you a new dish?”

Velappa was quietly listening to his father. Suddenly he ran into the house. He came out carrying
the carpentry tools of his father and began to work with them. His father was pleasantly surprised.
I am happy, son, you have finallytaken up our traditional trade!” the father said. Then Velappa
said, ”I am making a wooden plate for you. So that it might not break from your hands. And so
you would not get a scolding from me like this!” Hearing that, Kolappa realized his mistake. He
decided to be loving, patient andkind to his elderly and sickly father.

Kids, as the twig is bent so the tree will grow. As you
treat one another today, so will others treat you one day.
If you want, you can give a good example to your parents
quietly, with your creative and edifying actions.

Our Pope Francis canonized Pope John XXIII a saint on

27 April, 2014. It was really a happy occasion because

Pope John XXIII loved the people of all nations and all

cultures. And everybody, of every country, loved him too.

Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was his baptismal name. He

was born at Sotto il Monte, Italy on 25 November, 1881.

He was the fourth in a family of fourteen. Ever since his

infancy he was brought up in the fervent Catholic faith.

He was ordained a priest on 10 August 1904. Then he was

given many important responsibilities, starting from that

of being Secretary to the Bishop, up to his Cardinalship.

He was elected Pope on 28 October 1958, taking the name John XXIII. His pontificate lasted less
than 5 years. Within that short period he took quite a few initiatives, the
most effective one being the convocation of the Second Vatican Council. He
died on the eve of 3 June 1963. He was an affable father, and he was deep
in prayer. Above all, he was a dutiful pastor. His simplicity and sincerity,
humour and humaneness attracted the world. He was known as the “Good
Pope”.

His Feast Day : 11 October SAINT
POPE JOHN xxiii

Jesus was actively involved in preaching and performing acts of love during
the day; He spent a lot of time in prayer during the night. One day He took
with him Peter, James and John and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them. For a time His real Divine
form was seen: Jesus Christ is God. He shone like the sun. His clothes
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became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to
them Eli’jah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. A cloud overshadowed them,and
from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my son, the Beloved;listen to him!” Suddenly,
as they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. This is really
a wonderful incident in the life of Our Lord Jesus. He is LIGHT and STRENGTH to
all, through and through. His Might can’t be shelved by any force. So if we purify our
hearts by repentance and confession, and get united with Him, we can also experience and
exhibit His same enormous strength and insight. TRANSFIGURATION

DOG & DONKEY

There once was a washer-man named Darkamalu. He
worked hard but was miserly and so was not in the good
books of the villagers. He had a dog and a donkey with
him. They were very friendly among themselves and
were faithful to their master. One night Darkamalu was
fast asleep after a tiring day. Thieves entered the house,
stole a few things and ran away. The dog and donkey saw
the whole theft. The donkey said to the dog: “Did you
notice the thief entering the house?” “Yes, I saw!” the dog
replied. The donkey asked, “Then why didn’t you bark
at once?” The dog did not seem to bother about it at all.
The donkey was upset, “Is it good for us to keep silent
when things are stolen?” The dog grumbled, “What do
you know? I keep watch night and day without proper food and sleep. Still, our owner
does not trust us or give us enough food. Should we work or feel sorry for such a selfish
person?”

The donkey got angry at these words of the dog. “When our master is in danger, trouble,
or loss, we, his servants, should help him. Otherwise we are thankless. If you don’t bark,
I will bray”. Saying that the donkey brayed so loud that the washer-man got up at the
dead of the night. He could see no thief and was angry his sleep was disturbed. He beat
the donkey so badly that the donkey died. The dog’s bark would have alerted the master,
but the donkey’s bray angered him. LESSON : Every good thing has the right time, the
right way, and the right place. The intention of the donkey was good; but, he was not the
watch-dog to bark.

Book of Exodus Chapters : 01-10

1. Where did Moses settle after he fled from Pharaoh?
2. “I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt!” Who said this to whom?
3. Who were the midwives who saved the Hebrew male children?
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4. Who was slow of speech and tongue?
5. What is the name of the mother of Moses?
6. In whose name did Moses speak to Pharaoh?

7. “I will never see your face again!” Who said this?
8. What did Moses throw to cause festering boils?
9. “This is the finger of God!”” To whom was it said?
10. What became a snake before Pharaoh?

Once, long ago, a wagon driver was driving his heavily loaded wagon along
a muddy lane. All of a sudden, his wagon got stuck in the muck. Again and
again he tried hard to pull it out. But the wheels only sank in
so deep that no effort of his horses could move them. Finally,
the disappointed driver threw down his whip and helplessly
called aloud to God, “O Lord! Please help me to come out of
this mess.” Hearing his request, God appeared before him and
said, “Don’t give up, man! Get up and put your shoulders to the
wheels. If you won’t trouble to help yourself, you can’t expect
God or anyone else to come to your aid.” Hearing God, the man
put his shoulder to the wheels and joined his horses to pull the wagon out of
the mud. With a lurch the wagon was free! He thanked God and drove on
wiser and deeper in Faith. Nothing can beat the two: 1) work and 2)prayer
together. God helps those who help themselves.

- TRUE FRIENDS OF JESUS
= ®. Ribes, S.9.

Jesus tries his friends

It is reported that St. Teresa of Avila, the great Spanish mystic, one day at
her prayer time was bewailing: “Why, do you, Dear Jesus, send me so many
sufferings, trials and tribulations? Why do you treat me like this?”

Jesus replied to her: “My dear, this is the way | treat my friends.”

Lovingly she retorted, “Yes, Jesus, now | understand why you have so few!” /| |

REFLECTIONS

Crosses are a part of Christian life. Through hardships we climb the skies
Goodness of life does not exempt us from suffering
Christian life is a sort of a Way of the Cross leading us to Resurrection
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Although you left a while ago
sometimes, throughout the year
just for a fleeting moment
| forget that you’re not here.

Not here to share a cosy chat
or give me sound advice
to ask about the things I’ve planned
and if my day was nice.

That’s why life doesn’t seem the same
for when yours had to end
the world lost someone wonderful
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