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The first group of Gujarati Catholics, baptized at St. Peter’s Church,
Bandra, Bombay (1891-1894). The priest is Fr. Augustine Martin,
a German Jesuit (1861-1941), the pioneer of the Gujarat Mission.
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4 IN THE GLORIOUS TRADITION OF \
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Thomas J. Parmar

It is a proud feeling that [ was born in the family where my grand
father was one of the first Gujarati to be baptized as a Roman Catholic,
way back on eighth September 1891 in the famous St.Peter's Church,
Bandra. As I glanced through the pages of Baptism records, I saw my
grand father's name changed from Bagga to FRANCISCUS XAVIER
(Francis Xavier). He landed at St.Joseph's convent, Bandra and began to
work there along with some other Gujaratis. How they travelled from
Napad to Bombay is a mystery. But the truth is that they were the first
Christians from Gujarat. Then my father was baptized with the name of
Joseph. He worked as a catacist for anumber of years.

I was born in Anand on fifth September 1933, at Dr. Brahmwel
Cook's hospital, (Emery Hospital) and brought up in Anand. My early
education was both at Napad and Anand. I learnt the rudiments of school
at the small primary school at Napad and at Mota Vas, Anand. I studied
upto class 4 there and then joined the boarding and St. Xavier's Primary
School, Anand. After doing the VF (Vernacular Final) I continued the
studies in the newly opened High School, St. Xavier's High School
under teachers like Fr. Myers, Fr. Sallas, Fr. Thomas Alphonse,
Fr. David Bruno, Bro. Lobo and others. I cleared my Matriculation
Exam (11th class in those days) and then did my Inter Science from S. P.
University, Vallabh Vidyanagar. During all these years I was an ace
singer and leader in the choir during the daily mass. In those days Latin
was the official language and we sang in Latin without knowing a word
of it. After my college study I joined the Society of Jesus and continued
to teach catechism to the Gujarati children in Pali, Bandra in the
company of Master Alban and Fr. Whitely.

After humanity and philosophy studies, I served as the vice
principal at St. Xavier's Anand. Due to personal reasons I left the
Society but still continued to work as a teacher in St. Xavier's High
School, Jamnagar. In 1969, 1 was selected as a teacher in Hansraj
Morarji Public School, Andheri and worked there till my retirement.
But even here I worked as a teacher teaching Gujarati to the brothers in
Vinayalaya and later in St. Catherine School, Andheri, for almost 12
years. When the SCC movement was started in Mumbai I was one of the
animators in the Good Shephard Parish for the Zone Three.

Now as I celebrate my 80th year, I feel satisfied that along with
Qny family I have served the Church both in Gujarat and in MaharashtraJ
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