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Dear friends..,

Life is nothing
but a collection
of experiences.
Experience can
be good or bad,
but from both
the types we
learn something.
And when we
share what we
learnt or what
we experienced
we learn even more. And JYOT gives us an
opportunity to share what we learn. We are happy
to publish this issue of JYOT which is a collection
of experiences and reports of our friends who
participated in different camps during summer.

Give a thought on this.., I have a rupee and you
have one. We exchange it with one another. We
still have a rupee each. This is a transaction. I
have an idea and you have an idea. We exchange,

and now both of us have two ideas. This is a
transformation. And what we need to do is
transformation. Today we can see the situation of
our society. Poor people are becoming more poor
and rich becoming more rich. Exploitation, Rape,
Harassment, looting, Unjust, environmental

Friends, “We were born in to an unjust and
unhealthy society, but we are determined not to
leave it as we have found it”

Let’s transform it...

Lets become more sensitive. Lets keep
learning and lead our society...., Let’s transform
transactional opportunities in to transformational
opportunities...., Let’s have healthy relationships
with all whom we meet.., Let’s be change agents...,
Let’s keep going and keep helping people to keep
growing..

Macwan Pritesh.

E-mail: macwanpritesh@gmail.com
Mo. 9033865583
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Report

Nalgonda Camp
AAAL QLA

“Politics of state Division and its Impact on Marginalized People”

way [Bax 22 4 2013
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=1 SAVE WATER, SAVE LIFE. lp
PAANI BACHAO, JINDAGI BACHAO.

Bund bund(drop) paani tarase dharti maa(mother earth) aaj hamari,

Dekh khade kare na kuch kaisi ye laachari(helplessness).

Wagqt hey ye pran(oth) kar kuch sakht(strong) kadam(step) uthane ka,

Dharti maa ki khoyi haryaali wapas lautane ka.

Dard hota hey sukhi banjaar dharti maa ko dekh ,

Ashq(tears) bhar aate aankho me kisaan bhaiyo ki laachari dekh.

Paani ko(water) yudh(war) ka kaaran(reason) na baanane denge hum ,
Shapat(oth) lete hey aaj se har bund(drop) paani bachayenge(save) hum.

A DROP OF WATER YOU WASTE CAN BE A DROP OF SOME ONES LIFE.

- SIDDHANT N. SARPATE
St. xavier’s college, Mumbai

E—I AICUF Dalit commission co-ordinator, Maharashtra. I-E
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Report
AHMEDNAGAR
Shubham Vyas

“Ecological Consciousness towards Environmental Sustainability”

The 4™ national level workshop of AICUF
was arranged from 25"-30th may,2013 at
Ahmednagar, which is the largest district
of Maharashtra State. In association with
St. Vincent’s College, Pune and Social
Center, Ahmednagar The programme
was very well arranged. The theme was
ECOLOGICAL CONCIOUSNESS
TOWARDS ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY and it was quite
matching with the present situation of
the state also because Maharashtra was
facing drought since long. So, it was a
real exposure for the students to get in
touch with the various problems faced
by the poor villagers of the country.
Students from seven different states of the
country participated in this national level
workshop and it was a pleasure to watch
them all together as it was the mixture of
seven different rich cultures of India. The
seven states which took part was Gujarat,
Mabharashtra, West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamilnadu.

DAY 1

On the very first day the session started
at evening with the holy mass following
with the lightening of the lamp by national
animator Prof. G. Jhon, resource faculty
Fr. John S.J. and the N.T. and N.C. of
Chennai and other staff members of
AICUF. The session began with the
introduction of resource persons and

grand welcoming of the participants from
all over the country. Prof.G.John gave
an introductory speech acknowledging
people about the AICUF, its rules and
regulations and it’s history. Then after Fr.
John addressed the participants with the
present situation of the state Maharashtra
and various problems faced by the
poor people in the villages. The whole
programme was basically focused on the
preservation and saving of water. In this
situation, Social Center-Ahmednagar is
very well known for the WATERSHED
PROGRAM, which is one of the solution
of rain water harvesting. Another
resource faculty presented a power point
presentation showing the construction
of watershed program. Then after the
dinner, students played ice-braking games
and danced as part of entertainment
and enjoyment. Then all students were
introduced with the work which they
were going to perform for next 4 days.
After completing all the sessions of day-1
students did prayer for the peace of soul
and went to sleep.

DAY 2

The session of day 2 was started in the
early morning with the holy mass. After
the mass got over the session started
following the breakfast till lunch. More
than 3 faculties were invited to address us
on ‘WATERSHED PROGRAMME’. They
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explained us the social and technical terms
of the program. Another faculty member
explained us the geographical location
and village topography to undertake
the program. Watershed program is
basically about to preserve the water and
environment of the respective place. It
is like to construct a speed breaker kind
of thing to reduce the velocity of water
flowing through the mountains in rainy
season. [t’s main benefit is that due to this
program the ground water level increases
and soil erosion is reduced in hilly areas
so, the fertility of the land is maintained
After the lunch we were given break
for 2 hours. And then again the sessions
was started in the evening with another
animator from Social center. After the
session was completed we had dinner, and
then we played ice-breaker games. The
last session of the day was very interesting
as it was of the theme of HISTORY OF
AICUF. Then after a small prayer we all
went to sleep.

DAY 3

The third day of the workshop began with
lots of enthusiasm and enjoyment as it
was our first day for the village exposure
trip. As usual the morning began with
holy mass and then breakfast. But today
it was a joy to see the participants to
getting ready for the trip. They were
full of life and enthusiasm. We began
our trip for the BANDKHEL village
of AHMEDNAGAR district where the
watershed program was in progress. Here
the whole program is set up by SOCIAL
CENTER, AHMEDNAGAR. It really

felt very good after reaching to such a
lovely village but at the same time some
regret also by witnessing the poverty
of villages of India. One of our faculty
member explained the village topography
and geographical location. We were very
surprised by seeing the unity between the
people of villages. They were supporting
in other at every difficult situation also
Then we all were invited to the house of
SARPANCH of the village. There we had
lots of fun. At first we had tea and snacks at
his home and then we performed the tribal
dance for them. Then with the local guide
we went to see the technical field work of
watershed program. We got to learn many
more things about the program and the
present situation of the poor farmers of our
country. Then we had our lunch with the
people of that village. They were also very
happy and they sang their traditional song
for us. So,in this way we enjoyed the first
day in the village. In the evening session an
officer of NABARD BANK was invited to
address us about the various government
policies for the welfare of the farmers.
Then after we had a session taken by N.C.
AND N.T. on the constitution of AICUF.

DAY 4

Fourth day morning brought a lot of
anxiousness and eagerness in the minds
of the participants as Fr. John announced
that we were going to meet The legendary
Social Worker of this era Shri. Anna
Hazare at his village. All the members
quickly got ready after the holy mass and
breakfast to meet Anna. We began our
journey to RALEGAN SIDDHI (anna’s
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village) and in 2 hours we reached there.
Atfirst we had a tour with the local guide to
see the village first as Anna was busy with
the meeting. We went to the see museum
were all awards and works of Anna’s are
kept. It was really beautiful. Then at the
noon we reached to BHRASTACHAR
VIRODHI JANAANDOLAN NYAS
(BVIN) office of Anna Hazare. It was
really a great to meet the most active
Socialist of the country. He welcomed all
of us with honour and talked with us for
one and half hour. He explained us the
duty of the youth as citizen of India, also
gave few Leadership tips and a inspiring
lecture on how to improve Leadership
Quality. We really had a very good time
with him. Then after we went to a village
called ‘HIRVE BAZAR’ which is also
called ‘The Model Village’.We were
really surprised to see the development
of the village, it’s cleanliness and unity
among the villagers. A person called Popat
Rao is the Sarpanch of this village and is
considered to be the pioneer to develop
this village from an ordinary to the no.
one. There we had a talk with the people
of village and it was amazing to talk with
them. After a long journey we all reached
back to the centre and had a quality time
with all the participants. Following the
ritual of AICUF camp we had the Camp
Fire. We danced, sang song, enjoyed
a lot with all the people from different
parts of the country. It was really a most
memorable experience. So,in this way the
last day of the camp got over.

DAY 5

It was really felling very sad as it was the
last day of the camp. We all got up early
in the morning and sat together talking
with each other. After the mass we all
got ready for the photo shoot. All the 30
participants were clicking pictures with
one another, with the core team and with
the staff members. We all enjoyed a lot
by doing this but at the same time were
somewhat sad also as we were leaving the
Center. Then after we had the function
to encourage all the participants with
the Certificate. We were really feeling
proud for achieving the certificate of ‘The
National Level Workshop’. Our parents
are very proud of us and so as we are. And
after this function we all returned to our
respective motherlands.
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4™ National Summer Camp - 2013

Theme: “Damn! Displacement”

Venue: Paraspada, Gujarat

Date: 2" June 2013
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Thanks to AICUF...

olid2NeSl SHUGi) Violeid

% (301 YRHIR

5L e vl AR R\l W Al MY, 5
dirl dlsi gl Yasellai-l Al 53l ud 9. i
adlsi uiell ydl umemi wag el s @A
A [Felu sl 5 ¢ ual 82 @S welldl eoug «dl
53 e WY Yd, o wiell Al i endla, il
dlsia auSesdl ylasn vior o A8l ud 2w 9
AlertddelRAl yel yadr o wmeHl © 3l
GlLOLSIA WU %Al ML AL 5 AUSE G- 9-¢

K/
0’0

Betidlex od ud ©. % oy d-l uedl | @y
5 vRUR Mo ol YA MO €9, 2 % YAl
Ul U 9 drdl gRudlRL Al Sl dddl %32 YRl
% Guulol s39. & UH MU 9 5 2L dlsiA dul
aax3Ruld Fedl Yamul vadl ¥ Ad6. $¥y
vio) o el R@ll. M, 2L 53U g1 & UL oY
Allval i MIRL 83dR HIe 2L 5% GuARll lasal.

ARWR 013

et



olidoNeSl Sl Aioleid

7/

B
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Theme: “Damn! Displacement’

Date: 2nd to Sth June * Venue: Paraspada (Valsad)
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Damn! Displacement Experience

+ Dipika J. Parmar *

In the beginning i was thinking about the theme
of our camp and what will i learn from these
camp? But when i took part in the camp my
experience was really nice. I learnt so many
things form those days. I visited one village
named ‘chikhlikor’. I realized that there was
poverty and unemployment and they don’t have
Sustainable Income. When i talked to those people
1 got to know that, they can cultivate the season
of monsoon only. When the monsoon gets over
migrate to city work. There is no transportation
facilities to come back to village from city. So,
they have to stay in city for one to two months.
After observing village, I realized that they are
not aware about the government policies like
‘MGNREGA’ and ‘Indira Awas’. They don’t have
good roads. They have to use handpumps to get
water. [ also came to know that 28 villages will
be drowned if the dam is built. When i heard that
I felt bad, where will these people go? how much

they suffer? I was asking this kind of questions to
my self. I met one uncle to seek they answers. He
told me that he didn’t get any official information
but people are talking on that topic and he said
they wont give their land to anyone and they will
fight through legally and will get their rights. He
also told us that they would get fake promises but
they would not give their land. I came to know
the meaning of “Damn! Displacement” Due to
the construction of Dam they have to leave their
lands, homes and villages. Children of the villages
have to loose their Education, Poor people have
to face so many problems. I also got to know that
still problems like unemployment, poverty are
there. Education is not the priority. People are
not aware there fundamentals rights. From this
experience I realised we have to fight to get our
own rights. we have to start from ourselves so
that we can develope our family, our village, our
state and our country.....
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Question in my mind after PARASPADA visit

+ Franklin Fernandes <

Abdul kalam had said that by 2020 we will reach
the promised land, we will be listed under the
developed countries by then but the reality is that
under the banner of development there are a lot
of people who are suffering and these kind of
development applies only to the so called higher
class of people. Wal-Mart was only for the rich
and the involvement of FDI did not develop but
got them into depression and Unemployment,
crisis etc . The same experience was felt in
Gujarat camp that how in the name of Dams and
development the land is being captured from
the innocent Tribals in Paraspada by Gujarat
government and it will be submerged into water
in the coming future. People live on farming that
too seasonal in that area. The land if not irrigated
it is used as playground for the children, there
is no irrigation facility available although there
are dams close by. 1000s of families are going
to homeless and no one cares about them. Vast
stretches of land will be under water. Surprisingly
the water will not be supplied to the villages
of Gujarat but to Saurashtra, Maharashtra and
some major cities. People are dying in thirst
yet they say that the government in Gujarat is
in a development spree. Government has taken
initiatives to educate the future of India - the
new generation. They have made attempts and
schemes all over the villages, food and clothing
and resources are there but only place they fail
in is the human resource allotment and help 100s

of students. People want to study but they do not
get the privilege due to lack of teachers. Some
people said that teachers come at 11am and take
a break at 12 noon and go home at 1 pm. If this is
the status of teachers then in a school till class 8
how does the teacher impart education within the
2 hours? It is nothing but a mockery of schemes
and its implementation. Either MGNEREGA
nor SSS is working in its full form in the area.
For who do we make such legislatures is what
I was thinking while meeting those people who
still think that they will not be moved from their
homes. In cities it is difficult for rich and modern
woman without a car but yet in the villages we
see the woman walk miles and miles or travel in
jeeps far away to get water, food, money or help.
In villages woman do not have the opportunity
to come out of their household chores and shine.
We need to develop and change the mind of the
people. Just by building infrastructure we can’t
develop a country but by helping our citizens to
grow can it be developed. [ was very upset when
I saw the condition of the wells in the village.
It had every possible thing floating on it yet the
villagers drank that water and did not complain.
Then I thought to myself who will they complain
too? Who will listen to their pleas? It’s all a
waste!!! Who is the development for?

Ex. National convenor, AICUF
St. Vincent College, Pune

Join Us - GJYM - GUJARAT JESUIT YOUTH MINISTRY

BLOG : guj-sj-youthministryblogspot.in
Facebook : guj.sj.youthministry.com

GMAIL : guj.sj.youthministry.com
Be part of us.......
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BORPADA YVillage Exposure visit

+* Philomena Gomes <

We as a group of eight with a guide Mr.Nilesh
started our exposure to a village called Borpada.
Our guide Nilesh first took us to the village head-
a lady sarpanch named Mrs.Jhimpri Bhen. Then
as we walked out of her house we observed that
the people mostly the women of the house were
busy doing some work with their children aside.
They were peeling the seeds called ‘Doli’ from
which oil is extracted for their house use which
gave us a feeling that they are self dependent.
Their main occupation is agriculture which
is seasonal and at other times they worked as
laborers in the nearby cities. People there live in
joint families but yet they stay divided in their
own huts. Child marriage is the most common
practice in the village. Our guide Mr. Nilesh
working as hostel in-charge of the Jesuit school
is also a father of a 9 month old baby girl. He
got married at a very young age of 19 though
the government stipulated age of marriage is 22
years. The main source of water in the village
comes from the two hand pumps, one bore well
and 3 well (all of which are equally dirty) and
only one is in a usable condition. Nilesh also
added that there are 100 families in the village.
We also explored that they had 1 anganwadi, 2
schools (1-4 & 1-8 class) with only one teacher
handling each school. On our way we met few
girls playing under the tree where we joined them
as they also shared their life with our girls only.
They were reluctant to talk to the boys. Some
girls ran away from the swing when they saw us
approaching. A girl took us to her house where
we interacted with the members who have high
hopes that their children will get good education.
At last we were invited to Nileshes House by his
family who were all very welcoming. Nilesh is
staying with his wife, baby girl, two brothers and
parents. The younger brother is in standard 9th and
the other in 12th who is awaiting the results. As

X/

there is no transport facility, he could not see his
result yet. After this we ended our exposure trip
and started our journey back to Borpada mission
house. From this trip we observed that ‘warli’
tribal people have no proper water, no electricity
or even other amenities. Still they are used to
live with it. But now government in the name of
development projects like dams, are wiping them
out from their land. We as AICUFers feel that we
should let them live there life peacefully even if
we cannot make any effort to help them. The way
the ‘warli’ people live has highly affected us:

* The water in the wells were not safe yet being
the only source of water they had to consumeit.

* Unavailability of health center/ training and
development / PDS or maternity centres. This
shows how the politicians have neglected the
growth and health of people.

* Education centres are there but without
teachers. For us to even think of studying in
such place is a night mare.

* Choice of foodgrains/ vegetables are limited
to the people.

» Typicaltribalclothingandcultureofthepeople.

* No electricity.

* People wait for rain but when we get rain we
fuss about it.

* No
infrastructure available.

social/ economical/ developmental

» [tistough for us to survive even a day without
sanitation but they do not want it. It is like an
added expense for them.

* There are no proper roads constructed.

* The land is dry and hopeless.

These are the conditions in which people there

live in.

Ex. National Full Timer, AICUF
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